
           
 
 
 

Consultation on a proposal to expand 
St James CE Primary School, East Hanney 

 
 

23 October 2015 – 4 December 2015 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please help us to plan school provision  
 

 
 

St James CE Primary School is located in the village of East Hanney in Vale of White Horse 
District; the school is part of the Wantage area partnership of schools. The school is a half 
form entry primary school with a Published Admission Number of 15 (i.e. the school admits 
up to 15 children each year into the Reception class). The school has been rated as “Good” 
by Ofsted since 2011.  
 
In September 2015, due to over-subscription for Reception places from families living within 
the school’s designated (catchment) area, the school admitted above its normal Admission 
Number and 25 places were allocated, as a one-off arrangement. The total number of 
children on roll at the start of September 2015 academic year was 115 as shown below: 
 

Year Group: Reception Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4  Year 5  Year 6 

Number of Pupils: 25 13 16 15 15 15 16 

 
 



What is being proposed? 
 
Expansion 
The Governing Body of the school proposes to increase the school’s Published Admission 
Number (PAN) in September 2016 from 15 to 30. This means that each year group that starts 
Reception at the school from September 2016 onward would consist of up to 30 places, 
making a maximum total of 210 Reception – Year 6 pupils eventually. 
 
The year groups already in the school pre-expansion would be expected to stay at 15 in size 
as they move through the school. The school’s total numbers would grow gradually each year 
as 30 children are admitted into the Reception class, allowing the school to adjust to the 
larger size. However, should housing development lead to large numbers of older primary 
children moving into the village and needing school places, the school will review whether it 
is able to expand the older year groups as well.   
 
 
Class size unaffected 
Where possible, county council policy is to expand primary schools in multiples of 15 or 30 
per year group (i.e. half or a full form of entry) at a time. This helps schools organise more 
easily their classes across the year groups. There are many schools across the county that 
operate with an admission number of 30 as standard. The exact organisation of the classes 
would be managed by the school. Class size is restricted by law in Key Stage 1 to a 
maximum of 30 children per class. 

 
Reasons for proposal 
St James CE Primary School wants to be able to meet the needs of the growing community, 
in line with the level of new housing that has been permitted, and that proposed in the District 
Council’s Local Plan. There has been a steady increase in demand for primary school places 
in this part of Oxfordshire: the school now has no spare places. The school is regularly over-
subscribed, and for September 2015, there were more applications for children living in the 
school’s designated (catchment) area than the number of Reception places the school could 
offer. In response, school admitted 25 children instead of its normal 15, as a one-off 
arrangement.  

St James CE Primary School wishes to expand permanently to 1 form entry (PAN 30). A 
feasibility study has been commissioned into the buildings requirements at the school. The 
county council is seeking developer contributions towards the costs of expanding the school 
from all relevant housing developments. 

The rate at which the local population is expected to grow would mean that the school would 
need to expand from September 2016. This consultation aims to gather opinion on the 
proposal for the school expansion. 

 
 
Buildings 

To accommodate the extra children, the county council has commissioned a feasibility study 
to identify how the school could grow in a manner which is cost-effective without 
compromising the high quality of education provided by this school.  An outline plan of one 
option for the buildings is shown below as an example. Note this is not a final plan, and is 
subject to change. 
 



 
 
The county council is responsible for securing sufficient funding for the buildings, either by 
negotiating financial contributions from developers building houses in the local area, or 
from the grant the county council receives from the government specifically for the 
purposes of providing school places.  
 
 

Important points to remember 
 

 This consultation is about the principle of expanding St James CE Primary School. 
It is not about any decisions to allocate housing development to the area made by 
VoWH District Council. Comments on housing development proposals need to be 
made direct to VoWH District Council.  

 

 This consultation is taking place until 4 December 2015. You have until midnight on 
that date to respond. All responses received will then be considered. 

 

 The next step, after consideration of consultation responses, would be for a final 
decision on expansion to be confirmed by the Governing Body of the school, subject to 
the county council approving the necessary funding.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



How you can respond to this consultation  
 
This information is available online at the county council’s website in the consultations 
section: https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/public-site/consultation We would like to 
hear from you if you support this proposal or if you have any concerns. There are several 
ways you can respond: 
 

 go online, on the Oxfordshire County Council “Current Consultations” section on our main 
website. Type in the web address above and click on “Current Consultations”; 
 

 email your response to: diane.cameron@oxfordshire.gov.uk – please put ST JAMES 
HANNEY EXPANSION in the subject line; 

 

 pass your written feedback to the school. 
 
 
 
 
 
Please respond by 4 December 2015 

https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/public-site/consultation
mailto:diane.cameron@oxfordshire.gov.uk

