
 

  

Year 6 Curriculum News Letter 

Autumn Term 1 

How does life on the streets today 

compare across the world?  

Super start! 
As the children settle in to their new 

classroom and routines, we will spend 

the first two weeks exploring the 

work of our great class namesake, 

William Shakespeare. As part of this 

we will be visiting Shakespeare’s 

Birthplace in Stratford upon Avon. 

During these 2 weeks we will be 

finding out about William 

Shakespeare and his life. We will also 

be looking at the language he used and 

using this to unpick and understand in 

greater depth some of his stories.  

 

 

   

Key Dates:    

Monday 9th September – Trip to 

Shakespeare’s Birthplace (Separate letter)  

Thursday 3rd October – Parents meeting 

about residential 3:30  

Week beginning 21st October – Yenworthy 

Residential  

Week beginning 28th October - Half term  
 

As writers we will: 
Focus on our key text of ‘Way Home’ by Libby Hathorn. This story explores the life of a 

homeless child on an eventful night. During this we will be writing: Diary entries, 

Innovated narratives and Narrative poetry. SPaG (Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar) 

will taught through a combination of stand-alone and integrated lessons to cover the 

Year 6 grammar and spelling objectives.  

Handwriting: 

At St James we follow the PENPALS for handwriting scheme and the children will 

continue to work on this scheme throughout the year. In order to be ‘Expected’ in 

writing at the end of the year the children need to have ‘legible joined handwriting’ so 

this is an important aspect for us to focus on.  

                                   

As readers we will: 
Read the story, ‘Street Child’ by Berlie Doherty. We 

will be focusing on the key skills of being able to 

retrieve key information from a story. We will also be 

look carefully at beyond what the text actually says 

and making inferences.  

                                                                                     
 

As Mathematicians we will:  
- Extend our knowledge of place value 

with numbers up to ten million and 

ensure we are confident to order and 

compare these  

- Consolidate our knowledge of rounding 

both whole and decimal numbers  

- Practise the written methods for 

addition, subtraction, multiplication, 

short division and long division to 

ensure we are confident using these 

and are able to solve problems using 

these methods.  

- Understand what factors, multiples, 

prime numbers and square numbers 

are 

 

 
 

                                  

 

 

 



                                                                                                                            

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

As explorers we will: 
Be going to Forest School with Ms Geraghty on a Friday afternoon.  

Ms Geraghty will be using the online form for the forest school 

volunteers. Please sign up for as many sessions as you can, remember we 

can’t run forest school without your wonderful help and we really 

appreciate any time that you can give.  

As global citizens we will: 
Look at the reasons why people become homeless across the world  

Think about and understand the feelings of people who become 

homeless 

Compare life on the streets in the UK to that of homeless people 

abroad 

Have a visit from Homeless Oxfordshire who will tell us about the 

important work that they do as well as what we can do to help.  

Organise a fundraising event to raise vital funds to support 

Homeless Oxfordshire.  

 

        

 

As geographers we will: 
Use maps and atlases to locate the 

countries where there is a large 

homelessness problem; identifying 

where the children we are studying 

live  
 

    

 

As computer users we will: 
Use Scratch to programme a game. 

We will be using algorithms and 

debugging these when we encounter 

problems.  

We will be showing and getting 

younger children to play our games.  

          

As sports people we will:  

Learn what makes a good leader and start to lead our own games for 

younger children at break and lunchtimes.            
        

            

R.E. 

This term we will be looking at 

Sikhism and how far a Sikh would 

go for his/ her religion 

 If you would like further information 

about any of our areas of learning this 

term, please don’t hesitate to ask. 
     

PSHE 
This term we will cover ‘Being Me in my World’. Looking carefully 

and rights and responsibilities and how that will look in our 

classroom.  

As international speakers we will: 
Revise our understanding of French greetings  

Extend of knowledge of numbers in French to 100 

Understand classroom instructions in French 

 

During all of these topics we will be holding a simple 

conversation in French and also practising writing in 

French  

 

        

 


