
 

  

Year 2 Curriculum News Letter 

Autumn Term 1 

 

What was the Titanic made out of? 

Super start! 
As the children settle in to their new 

classroom and routines, we will spend the 

first two weeks exploring the work of our 

class namesake, Grace Nichols. From week 

three onwards, we will then be finding out 

all about the Titanic. We will be imaging 

that we are passengers on board the 

Titanic, visiting a museum in Southampton 

to discover all about the historic ship and 

even making our own versions of Titanic! 

 
 

 

   

Key information: 
Mrs Smith will teach Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday 

morning and Mrs Summers will teach Wednesday 

afternoon, Thursday and Friday. 

Forest school will be on Wednesday afternoons – more 

information to follow. 

Water bottles should always be in school and can be filled 

up in class if necessary. These will always be sent home on 

a Friday.  

 

As writers we will: 
Focus on a range of poems by Grace Nichols and the Usborne book, Titanic. During 

this term we will be writing: Poems, diary entries and reports. SPaG (Spelling, 

Punctuation and Grammar) will taught through a combination of stand-alone and 

integrated lessons to cover the Year 2 grammar and spelling objectives.  

Practise how to spell our common exception words. 

Handwriting: 

At St James we follow the PENPALS for handwriting scheme and the children will 

continue to work on this scheme throughout the year. In order to be at the 

expected standard in writing by the end of the year the children need to form 

capital and lower case letters correctly. They must use spacing between words that 

reflect the size of the letters, which must be similar for all letters. 

                                   

As readers we will: 
Read a range of poems written by Grace Nichols to learn more 

about her work. 

Read, ‘The Titanic Lost…and found.’ Through our reading, we 

will be focusing on application of phonological awareness and 

reading the common exception words confidently. We will also 

include discussions about what we have read, answering 

questions and making some inferences, as well as explaining 

what has happened so far.                                                   
                                                                 
 

As Mathematicians we will:  
- Count objects to 100 and read and 

write numbers in numerals 

- Represent numbers to 100 

- Recognise the place value of each 

digit in a two-digit number 

- Compare and order numbers from 0 

to 100 using <,> and = 

- Use place value and number facts 

to solve problems 

- Count in steps of 2, 3 and 5 from 0 

- Count in tens from any number 

- Identify and describe 2D shapes, 

including symmetry. 

- Identify and describe 3D shapes 

- Compare and sort 2D and 3D 

shapes 

 
 

                                  

 

 

 



                                                                                                                            

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

As scientists and designers we will: 
Identify and name a range of materials, including wood, metal, plastic, glass, 

brick, rock, paper and cardboard.  

Suggest why a material might or might not be used for a specific job. 

Explore how shapes can be changed by squashing, bending, twisting and 

stretching. 

Investigate what happens when we change the shape of different materials. 

Make a model of a boat (Titanic)  

 

As historians we will: 
Discover what the Titanic was.  

Use words and phrases like: before, after, past, present, then and 

now when explaining the journey. 

Give examples of things that were different when Titanic set sail. 

Find out things about the past by talking to an older person. 

Recount the life of someone who was aboard Titanic. 
        

 
As geographers we will: 
Name the continents and oceans of the world and locate them on a 

map to show the journey of Titanic. 

Name the capital cities of England, Wales, Scotland and Ireland. 

Find where I live on a map of the United Kingdom. 

 

    

 
As musicians we will: 
Listen and respond to high 

quality music 

 

Create our own seascapes.  

          

As sports people we will:  

Improve our ball skills through playing tag rugby. 

 

Design and develop sequences in gymnastics. 

 

Follow the rules and work on my own, with a partner and as a team.    

PE lesson will be on Wednesday and Friday. 

            

In religious education we will: 
Investigate the question, is it possible to be kind 

to everyone all of the time? 

 

Religion: Christianity 

 

 If you would like further information about any of our areas of 

learning this term, please don’t hesitate to ask. 
     

PSHE 
This term we will cover ‘Being Me in my World’. Looking carefully 

at rights and responsibilities and how that will look in our 

classroom.  

As computer uses we will: 
Navigate the web to complete simple searches 

Use technology respectfully. 

Know where to go for help if I am concerned. 

Know how technology is used in school and outside of school. 


