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WHAT'S 1N THIS 18SuUE?

%WJ’ o Friends of St James update
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Headteacher: Mrs Ottaway [eqrnms celebrgtions
Contact: office@stjamesce.vale-academy.org . Dgtes for Jour 4iq|‘\'

Telephone: 01235 868232

Attendance this week: 95.7%
School & Trust target: 96%

Dear St James Families,

With our curriculum driver of EMPATHY this term, linked to our values of commumtg and
Rindness, we have had a weeR thinking of others.
In Collective Worship we thought about seeing things from other people’s vo ]_CC S
point of view, using the Anthony Browne book ‘Voices in the parR’. o N EHE PARK?:
“Humility is not thinking less of yourself, it’s thinking of yourself less.” |
As part of this there has been a focus on charity this week: Thank you to
everyone who has donated a box to the Samaritan Purse, this is such
a lovely way to demonstrate Rindness to people we haven’t met.
Last day to drop off boxes is Monday. We ended the week with \
Children in Need, which thanks to everyone’s generous donations llllemunn by

. Christmas
raised £213.51. .. Child

WE'RE SUPPORTING

CHILDREN
IN NEED

Friends of St James:

The new team have been voted in and have a new name and a new logol
Introducing ‘St James Helping Hands’. They are very Reen to get as mang
people involued as possible, so please don’t be shy!

Jess, Fiona, Emma and Lucy are now officially in the roles of Chair, Vice |
Chair, Treasurer and Secretary and are supported by a wider group of
parents, many of which have been instrumental to date in running events |
and raising funds. We really hope we can continue the work of the =
departing team and once again huge thanks to all of those who have
devoted their time in the past. continued on next page..




Moving forward, there are a few bits of information we would like to share:

¢ You don’t have to attend evening meetings to support us...

e There are lots of ways to stay in touch and get involued (see the end for details). We have a Whatsapp
group for people who would like to help at the odd event or deliver a task. There are many ways to
support the school, whether it be assisting at an event to run a stall, design a poster, wrap some sweets,
build some things, paint a sign.... you name it we can use your help.

¢ You can also submit your ideas via email. Evening meetings will have a Zoom joining option so you can
join in from home or work.

Please do join in: it is going to be fun, sociable and most importantly beneficial for your children. Any help,
even if you only have an hour once a term, is gratefully received!

Where are all the men? Dads, Carers, Grandads, Uncles, Brothers ... WE NEED YOU!

Our latest photo hasn’t captured it, but we have some amazing blokes from across the community that join in
for our events and activities. We would LOVE to grow this to include more male voices in how we choose, set
up and run events, and bring in as many different sRills as we can. Please do drop us a line through one of the
contact points below to show your interest.

Rebrand: The band formerly known as Friends of St James is changing to e Jame@
Helping Hands, St James. This isn’t going to happen straight away as we area

legally registered charity but we do have a subcommittee operating already 2
as Helping Hands whilst we deal with the paperwork. This change is to reflect & é 3. E:
the fact that we have a slight change in direction which puts INTERACTION, Helping Harids
COMMUNITY and POSITIVE ACTION at the heart of the organisation. Friends of St James Scho

Charity and Fundraising

Did you kRnow that we are a registered charity who contributed over £15,000 to the school last year through
buying resources, trips and equipment to enhance the experience for your children. Thanks to a mix of event
fundraising, grants and ad-hoc donations, last year’s purchases included the Sandpit, Ninja Obstacle Course
and hooRing up electricity to the Cabin. We endeavour to spend the money we make in each year so it will be
of direct benefit to your children.

How can you help?

The committee has four named members who will be in post until the next AGM in the Autumn and who ensure
the legal requirements are delivered. Aside from this, we have some sub teams forming to share the workload.
Do you have any special sRills to add to the mix? Or perhaps you’d like to join one of our new teams?
COMMUNITY OUTREACH TEAM, EVENT PLANNING TEAM, CREATIVE TEAM

Upcoming Fundraising Events

Christmas Jumper (and sweets!) Sale: 28th November

Mince Pies and Mulled Wine at the Nativity: 6th & 7th December
Holly Fair: 9th December

How to contact us:
Via the Whatsapp Group

Email: friendsofstjameshanney@yahoo.com

Facebook page: https://m.facebook.com/groups/355714218236045/ or search for St James Helping Hands
Leave a written message in the folder in School Office



https://m.facebook.com/groups/355714218236045/%20or%20search%20for%20St%20James%20Helping%20Hands

Sleep:
This can be so challenging for so many of us. Please arrange to speak to Mrs Richardson, our
Home School Link Worker if this is something you feel your familiy would benefit from help with.

STl At any given time up to 40% of adults and 50% of children (this rises to 80% with a
Qtyour Nl SEND diagnosis) have difficulties with their sleep. Yet in a recent survey, almost

STUEALE 60% of adults felt there was a lack of support for sleep issues. Sleep problems can
sleep issues?

leave people feeling isolated and lonely. Our free helpline is run by trained sleep
S RN aduisors, many of whom are specialists in working with SEND. We can talk to young
t:e' :Eﬁ':gé: people directly, or parents. The helpline is open 5 times a week The number is 03303
530541. You can read more here: https://thesleepcharity.org.uR/national-sleep-

helpline/

03303 530 541

Learning Celebrations:
This weeR in celebration Collective Worship we were celebrating what we have done for others

with a focus on Children Need. We also heard about luy and Alfie’s scouting award at the
Remembrance Sunday Service for excellent presentation! This was followed by lots of individual
achievements - see photos below!



https://thesleepcharity.org.uk/national-sleep-helpline/
https://thesleepcharity.org.uk/national-sleep-helpline/

Key Dates for the Diary

Nou/Dec 2023 o Jameg
R

Upcoming Fundraising Events

:  Christmas Jumper (and sweets!) Sale: 28th November
) e, Mince Pies and Mulled Wine at the Nativity: 6th & 7th December
Helping Hands  Holly Fair: 9th December

27— 19 December

=]

Year 6 Residential
Year 6 are away at Yenworthy Lodge for a week of making memories!

d— 3" oecember

M

SEND Review parent meetings
Parent teacher mestings to review 15Ps and set outcomes for Term 2 & 3.

1* pecember

=4

lack and the Beanstalk Panto
vears 1 - 4 will b= travelling to the O=ford Playhouss for some pantomime fun.

3% December

ra

Family Adwvent Service
g.30am at 5t James Church.

3" December

=4

Christmas Carol Performance
vears 5 & & will b= travelling to Creation Theatre at Longwell in Oxford for this Christmas classic.

3" December
o

w [ Tl b

Fun Run for Helen and Douglas House
11am an the school fisld. More details to follow.

g & Y December

2

Reception & Year 1 Mativity
2.30pm in the Hall. More details to follow.

11" = 15" December

Z£

Year 5 Swimming Intensive Week
Fleaze ensure children have their swimwear with them in school every day this week.

131 & 14%

Christrmas Lunch
13" December: Reception, Years 1, ¥r2 & ¥r6 14" December: Years 3, 4 & 5
children ars invited to wear 3 Christmas jumper on their Christrmas dinner day.

13" December

Donaldson Class Christmas sing song 2-30pm

13" pecember

(A

Christingle Service
dpm at 5t James Church — Pleas= come and join us &t 5t James Church. Children from Years 4-6 will
be invited to sing or read. Details to follow.

15" pecember

il

Festive Film Club: 3.20pm - 5.00pm
Children are invited to stay at school and enjoy a festive film. I you would like your child to attend,
please donate £5 jwhich will 2o towards a light tea and refreshments).

1E"M December

Irock Performance
2.15pm: Parents of children who attend Jrock are invited to their performance in the hall.

1o pecember

it

Years 2 & 3 Carol Concert
Z.30pm in the Hall. Mors details to follow.

20" December

A

Last day of term —
Echool ends at 12:30

Reminder:

Please make sure your child/children have a waterproof coat and
wellies in school. (If you would like support with this please let us I&
Rnow) We love being outside and to allow us all to be on the field ;*
wellies are essential!

Please remember to Reep your contact information up to date and let us know

immediately if anything changes.




ADVENT & CHRISTMAS

IN THE VALE BENEFICE 2023

All are welcome to join us to celebrate the coming of Jesus at one of our special
services this Advent and Christmas in the Church of England, Vale Benefice Churches
in Depchworth, East Challow, Grove and West Hanney,

3" Dec - 1% of Advent
Sam Grove

10am  Denchwardh, (no service)
10.am Grove

&epm Grove (N0 senvice)

Gpm Depchworth, Advent Carols

10" Dec - 2™ of Advent (St Nicholas)
Holy Communion

dam Grove
930am W. Hanngy, (nosenvice)

10am Denchwardh, (no service)
10am  Grove

4pm Grove

Gpm Grove (no service)

17 Dec - 3™ of Advent
4am Grove

10am  Grove

Gpm Grove

Holy Communion
930am W. Hapney. Parish Eucharist

Holy Communion
11am E. Challew  Parish Eucharist

Sunday Clubs
(o main service)

11am E [CRalpw FPatronal Festival
(hAshRge, Service

Holy Communion
930am W.Haopey Parish Eucharist
10am  Depchworth, Holy Communion
Holy Communion
11am E Chalpw Parish Carol Service
4 30pm W. Hapney. Parish Carol Service
Parish Carol Service  6pm

gam
10am
4pm
4pm

24" Dec - 4D of Advent
Christmas Eve
Grove Holy Communion

Depchworth, Parish Carol Service
Grove Crib Service
E. Challpwe Carols round the crib

530pm W. Happey, Carols round the crib

Midnight services

11.15pm E. Challpwe Midnight Mass
11.30pm W. Hapney, Midnight Mass

Sam

25 Dec  Christmas Day

Depchworth, Holy Communion

930am W.Hagpey Family BEucharist

10am

11am
Bpm

Grove Family Communion
E. Challpwe Family Eucharist
Grove (no service)

300 _Dec - 2 Synday of Christmas

aam
9.30am
10am

10am

T1am

Grove (no service)

W. Hanpey, (no service)

Denchwidh.  (no service)

Grove Family Communion
(with Baptism)

E. Challosy  (no service)

Grove —ino service)



the . o OXFORD
national .. BROOKES
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slee P 5. BEYOND

r] . = | I_ {__‘ FREE FUN FOR ALL THE FAMILY! MOST SLNTABLE FOR 5-16 YRS
elpline

YOU r Child Saturday 3 February 2024

9:30am - 11:30am Relaxed autism-friendly early opening

SUffer Wit h 11:30am - 4pm Open to all

Fun activities, hands-on workshops, experiments,

s e p i s s u e s? talks-, -shaws, competitions ad cafe

Do you struggle
with your child’s
bedtime?

Will your child
not sleep in & a
their own bed? . broa ce-bazaar

scienceba ré@&brookes.ac. uk

WE CAN HELP B ) Sttt
03303 530 541 '

Thursday 7pm - 9pm
9am - 11am

. Ofsted ]
TA SPORT STARS yé tat Sw
. - .y . ?H‘>)lvj£‘€;\€

: SCHOOL FUNDRAISING WITH
 oiotia. BARRACUDAS!

*  spendingtimewith *
* f{riends and creating *

£50 Donation

A FREE WEEK A FREE DAY

Sign up today to earn funds for your school!
School Lane o
Crave lﬁ"a’
OX127LB e Confact amy@barracudas.co.uk or Leah@barracudas.co.uk #
i a / Alternatively, you can call us on 01480 467 567

do mtasportst
rww.tasportstars.co.u




TENNIS AT

HANNEY
TENNIS CLUB /AW o

COACHING SESSIONS: a4 | ¥ 21st-22nd December & 3rd-5th January
Children ﬂged4- 16 years old 4 St John's Primary School, Stanley Hall Road, Grove 0X12 0GR
Adult Beginners and ‘Rusty Rackets’ J

Adults
Beginners / Rusty Rackets - Thursdays 18:30 - 19:30
Improvers / Club Players - Thursdays 19:30 - 20:30

Cardio Tennis - Wednesdays 09:00 - 10:00

CHRISTMAS SPORTS 4
& ACTIVITIES CAMP  strious

in conjunction with Vale Academy Trust
For ages 3-14 years old

Born 2019 - 2017 - Tuesdays 16:15 - 17:00
Born 2018 - 2016 - Tuesdays 17:00 - 18:00
Born 2018 - 2016 - Wednesdays 16:45 - 17:45
Born 2015 - 2013 - Tuesdays 18:00 - 19:00

Born 2012 - 2008 - Wednesdays 17:45 - 18:45

FIRST
SESSION
FREE!

Full Day: Sam-3 3500
Half Day: 52

Childcare Vouchers WEESW o "8 1 L7 5" 3N e
AcceptEd! . v 4 A . *- _ S 5 Childcare Vouchers Accepted

CALL US TODAY: James Hicks 07799 004711

www_exceltennisacademy.co_u k OR BOOK ONLINE: www.serious4sport.co.uk

scrivecamns Y.y

i i.activity camps e
. school holiday multi-activity '

ommey Fields Schodl ¢

[ Christmas 18 - 22 December | -
o  NewVYear2-5January | s

www.oxfordactive.co.uk




