
Dear St James Families,

It has been another busy week at St James ending in another wonderful World Book Day. Thank
you to Mrs Rivett and the staff team for making it such a great day! There was a brilliant display
of costumes of all types and it was brilliant to celebrate our love of books and reading at St
James. Thank you to Year 3 as well, who helped me write our Dojo reminder at the beginning of
the week. Our book celebration culminated in our Helping Hands team selling Wonka Bars - a
brilliant way to end the day; thank you team! I look forward to finding out who won the golden
ticket and will be shadowing me for the day!
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'For the good of all' 1 Corinthians 12
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Attendance this week: 95.9%
School & Trust target: 96%



                           School Library Fundraiser Focus:
                           This year, St James Helping Hands are raising money to help revamp the  
                           School Library, including:

New fittings and furnishings so that we can create a wonderful environment that
facilitates and encourages reading for all pupils
A new range of physical and audio books to support all our pupils nurture a love of
stories
More bookshelves to house a wider range of books, that can be catalogued to help
pupils and staff find what they are looking for.

World Book Day has been our BIG launch for this fundraising mission!
Thanks to the Wonky Bar sales this Friday, £700 was raised, giving us a wonderful kick-
start! We couldn’t have done it without the great number of Hands on deck wrapping
chocolate bars, the wonderful prize donations from the wider community, or the match
funding* doubling our takings.
But that is not all…
As part of our World Book Day celebrations this year, and to celebrate and encourage a
lifelong love of books and reading at home and school, the sponsored read starts on this
Monday 11th and runs until Sunday 17th March. There is now a JustGiving page to make
donations easier: https://www.justgiving.com/campaign/helpinghands-sponsoredread

All the Helping Hands events this year will be contributing to getting our thermometer to
the top, so keep your eyes peeled for more FUNdraising activities, and thank you for all
your support so far!

*PS. Match-funding really is a game-changer for us – we’re at least doubling the funds
raised at each event, and more than one match funder can be present at an event to raise
even more money. If your company has match-funding, we can help you get it set up –
please find Fiona, Emma or Lucy at an event, or email us on
helpinghandshanney@gmail.com.

Helping Hands:

Reminders:
Please remember to order school dinners on parentmail 2 weeks before - many thanks!
Mother’s Day service Sunday 10th March at St James the Great Church - our children have
being practising songs to perform and it would be great to see lots of you there!



Celebration Collective Worship:

This week has had lots of exciting events for the children, including Inkpen’s first school trip
to the farm. They all did brilliantly and had a wonderful time! Thank you to the team and
parent helpers for making this such a success!

I was also privileged to see our
Year 4 choir perform at The
Beacon in this year’s Vale
Academy Trust ‘s Singing
Festival - They were amazing,
such a wonderful event to
celebrate the joy of singing!
They kindly performed again
for us in Collective Worship,
which was brilliant!

Well done to all our pupils with other achievements this week included: gymnastics, swimming
writing, maths and some great stitching!



Key Dates for the Diary
March 2024





18th March
at St James!






