
Dear St James Families,

Headteacher: Mrs Ottaway
Contact: office@stjamesce.vale-academy.org
Telephone: 01235 868232

Happy March everyone! It has been quite a busy one, particularly on Tuesday and Wednesday
with our special visitor in school! Thank you so much to the whole school community for being so
wonderful and supportive! I feel very proud to be part of such a great team, who work so hard to
give our fantastic children the education they deserve! Please see below a message from Alan
McPherson our brilliant Chair of Governors. The children have been enjoying a well earn treat this
afternoon, for all their hard work! 
We also had a visit from the Local Fire Service with their engine - which was very exciting. The
Year 2s had a great time and we are so grateful for the time they gave to do this for us!

St James Ofsted
A visit by an Inspector from the Office for Standards in Education (Ofsted) under the Education
Act 2005 is a significant event for any school. It is an independent, external, expert assessment of
how well the school is doing. It is a statutory validation of the leadership of the school. The
inspection also helps the school to focus on areas for further improvement. So, we were pleased
to have the inspection this week and look forward to reading the report. The outcome of the
inspection will be confidential until the Inspector publishes the report in 4 to 6 weeks’ time.
Despite preparing for the the inspection for some time, there was still considerable work and
activity once the call came on Monday for the inspection on Tuesday and Wednesday. It was a
very busy 2 days for the school providing information for the Inspector and making space for
meetings and observations. The Inspector was incredibly busy and visited every area of the
school. No stone was left unturned.
I would like to thank Mrs Ottaway and Mrs Ash, all the staff and pupils, the parents who
provided feedback, the governors, the staff from the central team, and the Board Trustees, for
their participation in the inspection. It was a magnificent team effort by the St James community.
Thank you.
Alan McPherson
Chair of Governors

'For the good of all' 1 Corinthians 12

Learning together with courage
and kindness
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Attendance this week: 95.9%
School & Trust target: 96%



As the children continue to benefit from all the great resources that Helping
Hands are buying school, we want to say a massive thank you to the team for
all their hard-work! Please remember to get involved where you can and
support our upcoming events! 

Helping Hands:

Next events -
Friday 8th March - Wonky bar sale taking place in the playground. Some fantastic golden
ticket prizes inside that the children will love! Will you be a lucky winner?
Saturday 16th March 2-4pm - Easter trail with extra fun and games. Join us for a family fun
afternoon as we prepare for Easter with lots of Easter themed activities! Tickets will be on
parentmail for sale soon so keep your eyes peeled

Anti-bullying week:
This week we have had our anti-bullying week. This started with an Assembly for the whole
school focusing on what bullying is and what we should do about it. This was then followed up
                              in classes with a variety of activities, including some brilliant poster making!

This week fundraising has had a big boost of over £1600 from Match Funding; if this is
something your company offers please let Helping Hands know:
helpinghandshanney@gmail.com



Celebration Collective Worship:

This week we heard the wonderful speeches from Chloe and Maya - well done!
We also got to see some of the brilliant posters produced by some of our older children for
our Anti-Bullying week! We also had lots of out of school learning celebrations, see photo
below. Particular congratulations go to Lucy and Ben who did a mammoth swim and raised a
brilliant amount of money for the charity Seasaw! 





Key Dates for the Diary
Feb/March 2024







18th March
at St James!








