
'For the good of all' 1 Corinthians 12

Learning together with courage
and kindness

Happy New Year! It has been so lovely to have everyone back in school this week, even if it has
been a little chilly. Thank you so much for supporting our outdoor learning opportunities by
sending children with thick coats, waterproofs, wellies, hats & gloves - they have been very much
needed and I think will continue to be vital in the following weeks.
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Headteacher: Mrs Ottaway
Contact: office@stjamesce.vale-academy.org
Telephone: 01235 868232

Attendance this week: 95.3%
School & Trust target: 96%

Reminders:
Thank you so much for your patient and understanding as we update our booking systems
to be inline with other VAT schools. Please remember to continue booking school lunches
and club on parentMail, it is currently possible to do this all the way up to Easter! This has
to be done two weeks in advance as required by our catering company and to give the
wonderful Ms Green & Mrs Bevan enough time to process it all. If you haven’t booked school
dinners for next week and you would like to please contact the school Office - particularly
for Thursday 18th January as that is Census day and the number of meals taken effects our
funding for the year!
Please adhere to the parking restrictions outside of school, for the safety of all and to park
at the Village Hall and walk down to school. Many thanks!

This term’s curriculum driver is adventure and the children have
started by sharing the book ‘The Boy who Sailed the World’ by Julia
Green & Alex Latimer. They have all been enjoying their

immersive starts to engage them
in this term’s learning from
making marmalade sandwiches
for a particular special bear, tent
constructing for base camp
Everest without sight and food
tasting from the Alps - yummy!

There's no such thing as bad
weather only the wrong

clothes



Enrichment at St James CE Primary School 
Are you a sewer? A knitter? Love amdram? Sporty?
Play chess? Could you spare some time to share your

passion with the children of St James school?
Enrichment is a very important part of what we offer for the
children of St James. To gain the best possible provision we are
hoping that there may be members of the Hanney community
who might be able to give some time and offer a skill they could
share with the children. This could happen at lunchtime or as an
after school club, ideally for a 6 week block.
If this is something you may be interested in please contact the
school by email: office@stjamesce.vale-academy.org 
Phone: 01235 868232

St James Helping Hands email:

NEXT HELPING HANDS MEETING: TUESDAY 16th JAN - 7pm, school library (or join on Zoom)

: helpinghandshanney@gmail.com

Learning Celebrations:

This week Year 6 spoke to us all about some of the brilliant activities they did on their
residential trip to Yenworthy. It was lovely to hear the children speak with such enthusiasm!
We also heard about some brilliant ski school achievements, some challenging reading &
phonics learning happening at home as well as a wonderful story box with characters. Well
done everyone!

Staff News:

We are very pleased to officially welcome Mrs Hatcher to the St James team as Inkpen  
teacher and Early Years Lead.
Congratulations to Mrs Oreffo who has given birth to a healthy baby boy Lowen Eliot!



Jan/Feb 2024

Key Dates for the Diary

Please remember to keep your contact information up to date and let us know
immediately if anything changes.



Happy New Year! And on behalf of Wantage and Grove Food Bank can I say a huge
thank you for all the very kind and generous support we have received over the past
year.  Your support in terms of money and food donations has been hugely
appreciated - whether that was Harvest or Christmas or both! 

Last year we delivered over 1000 food parcels. We're averaging 3-5 parcels a day on a normal week - although
we saw a record 44 parcels delivered in the final week before Christmas! (that's between 8 and 10 parcels a
day) So your support is very much needed and appreciated :) 
Looking ahead to the year to come - our biggest need is perhaps a single larger venue to pack and store our
food. We very much appreciate the willingness of Wantage Baptist Church to house us at the back of the kings
centre shop. But when we are so busy - there just isn't enough room - so if you know of anywhere suitable
(ground floor, parking, space to store and pack food) do get in touch with D Townsend
(denise@wantagecc.org.uk)
Many thanks wantage and grove food bank












