
Dear St James Families,

This week I have been filled with pride, seeing all the wonderful learning that is taking place in
our school! Our Open Morning was well attended and the children all loved having visitors to
show off their brilliant learning to. A special mention to our Year 6 pupils, who provided such
excellent tours to our guests.
If you know of any potential
new families please encourage
them to come and visit!

Phonics validation:
This week we had a visit from the DFE funded English Hub, who confirmed what a excellent
start we have made to our new phonics scheme. Research shows the impact that
having a solid grounding in phonics makes to children’s progress and here at St
James we want children to get off to a flying 
start with their reading journey! Books our at 
the heart of what we do here, which has been  
seen this week in every child’s face as our new Library starts to emerge. 
We can’t wait to share it with you at our opening event!
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Black History Month:
                                               In Collective Worship this week, we celebrated the beginning of Black  
                                               History Month. This is a brilliant time to celebrate our differences and 
                                               learn from the past. This is of course something we do all year round, 
                                               within our rich curriculum, but it feels important to 
                                               recognise this National celebration.  
I chose a poem, on National Poetry Day that fits with our value of 
courage and talks to the importance of not letting go of our dreams 
and aspirations, so that we can fly! 
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Helping Hands:

We will continue to explore these themes in the coming weeks
and if any pupils would like to contribute I’d love to hear from
them! If you would like to share in this more at home with
your children the National Literacy Trust website have some
lovely resources - https://wordsforlife.org.uk/parent-
support/celebrating-black-history-month-with-your-little-
ones/

Thank you so much to the Helping Hands team for putting on some
games and glitter tattoos at last weekends Michaelmas Fayre. It was a
lovely event and great to see so many of our families there!

This week on Tuesday evening we had our Helping Hands AGM. It was a lovely opportunity to
thank the team for their amazing work over last year and celebrate the brilliant successes - not
least the incredible Library! The new Trustees were appointed and an enormous amount of
gratitude goes to our Chairs from last year Jess, followed by Fiona, our Treasurer Emma &
Secretary Lucy. Without people stepping up to these roles the Charity status is not possible. I am
delighted therefore to announce the new trustees are as follows:
Becky Green: Chair 
Emma Harris: Treasurer
Lucy Morrison: Secretary 
If you would like the minutes from the meeting please contact
the helping hands team by email - helpinghandshanney@gmail.com

Thank you all so much!!

If you haven’t signed up for easyfundraising please do & don’t forget we now have a clothes
bin at the Village Hall which earns us money - it’s the one with our logo!

Children very much enjoying the new

sand provided by Helping Hands
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Extract of Chairs report:
Due to the great efforts of the previous committee, we had quite a bit in the kitty, which enabled us
to both provide immediate support for the school and work towards a bigger substantial project,
which this year has been the refurbishment of the school library.
a. We have:
i. Provided extra resources across all school years, including new dictionaries and thesauruses, art
equipment, science and engineering focused toys and games, headphones, magnifiers, and binoculars.
ii. Provided a Virtual Reality experience for years 3, 4, 5 and 6, a Maya Archaeologist Artefact Activity
for year 6, Oxfordshire Museum Toy Workshop for year 1, Oxfordshire Museum Hanney Broach visit
for year 5.
iii. contributed towards school trips for years 1,2 and 3, the year 6 leavers party and welcome packs
for new reception families.
b. The money raised this year has far exceeded our expectations, meeting our new library fundraiser
target before the year was out. I am pleased to say that the new library has been delivered, and will
be assembled over the next couple of weeks, ready for our bring a book launch party on Saturday
19th October, 2pm-4pm.

6. Of course, all of this would not be possible without the collective effort across the community. I
would like to end by thanking everyone across the St James and Hanney village communities for their
time, effort, enthusiasm and the kind donations they have made. Without wanting to steal Emma’s
thunder regarding the finances, I would like to thank
a. Hanney News, the Community Shop, the Royal British Legion and the Michelmas Fayre committee
for their donations. We know that these organisations raise money from the local community, and we
really appreciate them passing this on to St James to benefit the children here.
b. The parents and their employers who have match funded our events - the amount this contribution
has made to what we can do has been transformative.
c. Helen Cavendish for all of her help with making the community shop window a lovely space to
highlight and celebrate St James events and activities
d. Mrs Ottaway, Miss Green and Mrs Bevan, for being our port of call for everything - none of this
would have been possible without their support.
e. Kirstie for being so flexible in sharing the space when events were around breakfast and after
school clubs, and as emergency bacon chef
f. The St James teachers and teaching assistants for volunteering at events and attending them with
their families in their spare time - it was wonderful to be able to share it with you.
g. The families of St James for coming along to our events, bringing their children to enjoy them, and
making generous donations by doing so.
h. Both the Committee and the Ad-hoc Helping Hands who make the events possible, especially
Amber, Andrew, Andy, Ankie, Becky G, Becky W, Ceri, Gary, Jess, Jim, Kirstine, Peta, Steph and Sue.
i. Finally, I would like to thank our treasurer Emma and our secretary Lucy - it has been such a
pleasure working with you this year, the school community is very lucky to have you, and all the
hours you have put in behind the scenes keeping the charity going, and the new library installed.
j. I am sure I have missed someone, and I’m very sorry if that’s the case! As you can hear, this year’s
efforts have only been possible through all the many volunteers and supporters that we’ve had. It is
a wonderful community to be part of, and I look forward to seeing what is achieved in the coming
year.



Celebration of learning:

House Points:

         Blue               Green              Red             Yellow
           135                  165                 137                 122

Congratulation  green team!

Well done to Rosen Class
(Year 1) for being brilliant
on their local walk this
week!

Congratulations to our School Councillors for this year!
I look forward to finding out about all your ideas!

Inspired by raising money for
charity some of our wonderful
Year 4s have started
collecting money for Children
in Need!

Finally congratulations to everyone who shared their out of class achievements and learning, it
was particularly exciting to have a motor cross bike in!

Thank you to everyone who donated to our Kindness Challenge this
week; we raised a brilliant £417 for the NSPCC!



Dates for the Diary

Parents Evening bookings available now on Parentmail!

Parents Evenings

Donaldson - Wednesday 16th October (In the Library)
3:30-5:50pm

Reception - Wednesday 16th October (In the Library)
 2pm - 2:50pm then 3:30pm - 5:50pm

Years 1  (in the Library) Year 2 - 6 - Tuesday 15th & Wednesday 16th October (In the Hall)
 2pm - 2:50pm then 3:30pm - 5:50pm






