
Dear St James Families,

After another packed week of learning, it has been great to share with parents some of the
developments in school that will be happening over this year. As I mentioned last week we have
a new amazing phonics scheme ‘Little Wandle Letters & Sounds’, which has a real focus on
developing early reading and a love of books, which has been shown to have such a big impact
on children’s outcomes. We are also excited to be taking part in the NCETM Mastering Number
programme this year. The aim of the programme is to secure firm foundations in the
development of good number sense for all children from Reception through to Year 1 and Year 2
and beyond. Children will leave KS1 with fluency in calculation and a confidence and flexibility
with number.
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Helping Hands:

St James library launch – BOOK WISH LIST NOW OPEN!

As you would have seen we are delighted to be holding our “bring a book” party to launch our
refurbished school library on Saturday 19th October 2-4pm.
The wish list for books is now live and can be found here:
https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/wishlists/80ea31c07576c88b2e4336ed53f652dd
This link can be shared far and wide with friends, family, grandparents, god parents, you name
it. When ordering please tick the box that says “we would like to share your purchase with
school”
This is such a wonderful way to complete what is going to be an amazing offering to all
children. We thank you for all your ongoing support and can’t wait to begin receiving books!

https://youtu.be/RKqOuUXdBCQ
https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/wishlists/80ea31c07576c88b2e4336ed53f652dd


Celebration of learning:

House Points:

Blue                 Yellow                 Red                 Green
73                      92                     88                    82

Congratulation yellow team!

Congratulations this week to Inkpen Class (Reception), Rosen Class( Year 1) & Nichols Class
(Year 2) for their wonderful singing performances, which earned them all a Headteachers
Award! I was so impressed with how brave everyone was to perform in front of such a big
audience, particularly for children who had only been in school a few weeks! The singing was
beautiful and the actions full of energy! Thank you to all the parents who were able to make
it. Mrs Hatcher was thrilled to be able to share information about our new phonics scheme
with so many parents. If you weren’t able to make it please see the powerpoint on Dojo and
feel free to speak to us about it.

I have only had one Parent Rep volunteer so far and we need someone from each class!
If this is something you won’t mind doing but aren’t sure you can commit to the meet
ups please chat with me to discuss possible options! Many thanks!



Dates for the Diary







Jasper Fforde – Author Talk! – Friday 11th October – 6pm – 7pm - Join us for an evening with
bestselling author Jasper Fforde, as he talks about his writing and his new book,’Red Side Story’!
Book your free ticket by calling 01235 762291!
 
Seeded Gift Tags and Cards – Saturday 19th October – 1pm – 3pm – Come and learn how to make these
delightful seed gift tags – a perfect present for Christmas! Please book your free ticket by ringing
Wantage Library on 01235 762291.
 
Ebook Tutorial – Friday 18 October – 2pm – 4pm - Come and learn all about our free ebooks,
eAudiobooks, and eMagazines! Bring along your smartphone or tablet, as well as your library card,
and you will be shown how to download our FREE ebooks! No need to book, just pop in!
 
Monday 28th October – 10.30am – 12pm - Origami Workshop – Come and learn how to make some
lovely origami animals, and listen to traditional tales from Japan! This activity is suitable for
children aged 5 yrs and above, please ring Wantage Library on 01235 762291 to book your free ticket!
 
Monday 28th October – Literary Landscapes – 6.30pm – 7.30pm - Come and listen to leading poet,
author and raconteur Chris Tutton together with harpist Anne Denholm, Principal Harp with the BBC
Concert Orchestra and former Official Harpist to HRH The Prince of Wales for a delightful evening of
verse and music – no need to book, just pop in.
 
Tuesday 29th October - 10.30am – 12pm – Comic Book Workshop! Come and design your own comic
book, and find out what goes into making a comic book! This event is suitable for ages 7yrs and
above! Book your free ticket by phoning 01235 762291.
 
Wednesday 30th October – 10.30am – 11.30am - Hairy Maclary Storytime and Craft! – Come and
listen to stories about our favourite dog, Hairy Maclary and his mischievous friends, and make some
fantastic crafts! This activity is suitable for children aged 5 yrs and above, please ring Wantage
Library on 01235 762291 to book your free ticket!
 
We will also be running a Children’s Literary Trail –
 
Come and have a go at our Wantage Literary Trail! Can you find all of the children’s books hiding
around Wantage? Match them to their authors correctly, and be entered into a prize draw! The Trail
will be running from Friday 25th October, to Saturday 2nd November – it’s free to take part, and
trails can be picked up from Wantage Library!
 
 Joanne Jefferiss
Assistant Library Manager
Oxfordshire Libraries
Wantage Library
Stirlings Road
 
www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/libraries
Find Wantage Library on Facebook!
 


