
Dear St James Families,

Wow what a week: from Remembrance on Monday; Odd Sock Day on Tuesday, to start Anti-
Bullying week; maths competitions for Maths Week; our MF Dance workshops and then finally
rounding off the week with raising money for Children in Need! The children have been
incredible embracing all these brilliant experiences with enthusiasm, courage and kindness -
once again showing what a special place our brilliant school community is! 
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Learning together with courage
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Headteacher: Mrs Ottaway
Contact: office@stjamesce.vale-academy.org
Telephone: 01235 868232

Attendance this week: 95.3%
School & Trust target: 96%

Our most recent Disco raised an incredible £820 profit, which will be doubled by
match funding - what an amazing start to this year’s project - details to follow!
Thank you Helping Hands and all who supported this event!

Fundraising:



Staff Update:
Sadly we said good bye & good luck to Mrs Lardner this week, who having developed her
skills with us, has got a new position at a Special School. We are so grateful for all that she
has done for the children over the past few years and wish her the best of luck at her new
job!
We have successfully recruited a new member of support staff to join our team, who will
start in December.

Next week:
This coming week we send our Year 6s off on residential. They will travel to Yenworthy Lodge,
on the Exmoor coast, early on Monday morning for an amazing adventure, returning on Friday
evening. Mrs Dipple & Miss Price will be taking the children and I will join them on Tuesday
evening. I’m sure you join me in wishing them the best time ever!!

It was so lovely to celebrate Children in Need this year and we raised £374 for a
great cause - thank you everyone!

At our school, Odd Sock Day and children in need is a big thing! This year we have celebrated
children in need by dressing up as our hero.For odd sock day we all decorated our own odd
socks in our own pattern and all came in odd socks which was super fun! and for anti bullying
week we all had to design our own anti bullying posters. We have had the best week full of fun
activities based on the theme of anti bullying. By RUBY (Year 6)

Pupil News:

This week we have had anti bullying week. we have designed our own odd socks, posters and
we dressed up as our hero. This has been a wonderful week everyone had lots of fun. This week
everybody also learnt the effects of bullying and to be kind and respectful. By ELLIE (Year 6)

Year 5s sharing their new gymnastics lunch club in
Collective Worship

Parent Reps:

New this year, we now have parent reps for each class. I am keen to use this to support with
communication between school and families to ensure key messages get out to everyone and
constructive feedback comes back into school. If you are yet to join your class WhatsApp group I
would encourage you to do so. Details of your child’s class rep can be found on their class Dojo
story.
Things we are currently discussing include: How to improve road safety at drop off & pick up,
homework, Parents Evening timings, how parents can help more in school, current school
projects - potential Nursery expansion, Hall renovation, Year 1 outdoor area & the purchasing of
new computing devices.



Celebration of learning:
House Points:

         Azure               Sage              Maroon             Saffron
         89                    81                     99                      99

Congratulation  red & yellow team!

Congratulations this week to Nichols Class (Year 2) for sharing some wonderful learning all
about Great Women from History. It was lovely to hear the children talk about women who
had inspired them! I also want to say a big well done to Rowling Class (Year 4) for excellent
engagement in their trip to Oxford Castle, connected to their history learning on crime &
punishment. Finally well done to all this week’s out of class achievers and learners! 

There's no such thing as bad
weather only the wrong

clothes

Please remember to keep your contact information up to
date and let us know immediately if anything changes.
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