
READING AT
ST JAMES

At St James, we recognise that reading is a master skill. Our vision is to develop not only

pupil’s confidence and skill as readers but also their enjoyment, leading, we hope to a

lifelong love of language and literature. We aim for our pupils to leave us competent

readers having read widely across fiction, non-fiction and poetry; enabling them to achieve

well academically, flourish personally and to develop their knowledge of themselves and

the world in which they live.

“Pupils who do not learn to speak, read and write fluently and confidently are effectively 

disenfranchised.” (DfE, National Curriculum)

“The whole world opened up to me when I learned to read.” (Mary McCleod Bethune)

VISION

INTENT
Reading and literature are at the heart of the curriculum at St James. We recognise that

reading for purpose and for pleasure is of fundamental importance, impacting every

subject in our curriculum and each pupil’s own wellbeing. With this in mind our curriculum

and reading spine has been designed to promote, teach and celebrate reading and to

develop pupils’ sense of curiosity, empathy and adventure.

In order to be competent readers, St James pupils must:

• decode accurately and with automaticity

• monitor their own comprehension and self-select from a toolkit of strategies when the

meaning is not immediately clear

• use key skills such as retrieval and inference to understand a writer’s message and

methods

• read independently and for pleasure







Reading at 

St James

Our Reading Spine has been carefully designed 

to enable all pupils to see themselves in the 

literature they read. Our texts have been selected

to widen the pupils’ knowledge and understanding 

of the world and people beyond the school, 

developing and practicing empathy and theory of mind, that is,  

understanding how other people feel and think 

(Maria Nikolajeva, 2013) 

➢ Careful consideration has been given to ensure 

representation in our reading spine- this includes texts with 

characters of an ethnic minority as well as those with disabilities 

or neuro diversities.

For example:  The Dog that saved Christmas – Year 4 

➢ Texts are specifically chosen to encourage children to

develop a sense of empathy and promote thinking and action 

in the local community. 

For example: Michael Recycle – Reception 

Reading provides the opportunity for the children at St James to go on 

many adventures throughout their time at school. Our reading spine is 

structured to enable pupils to make links between texts and the wider 

curriculum;  allowing them to access places and worlds which they 

may never experience in person. 

➢ Fiction texts are specifically chosen to give children a

range of experiences through the power of literature- pupils are 

encouraged to make connections between what they read and their 

learning in class.

For example: Incredible India – Year 2

Mountains of the World – Year  5

➢ Pupils read about a range of inspirational people with the 

hope that they are inspired by their adventures. 

For example: Amelia Earhart – Year 1 

Emmeline Pankhurst – Year 4

Our reading approach takes into account the importance that 

curiosity plays in learner engagement (Stenger 2014). Text selection 

and lesson design is key to this and our reading spine encourages 

children to ask and answer questions about the world around them. 

➢ High-quality fiction, non fiction and poetry texts provide children 

with the opportunity to demonstrate and ask(and answer) 

questions.

For example: 

Is it too late to save the rainforest? – Let’s save the rainforest – Year 3

What is it like in London? – A walk in London – Year 1 

➢ Questions in whole class reading prompts pupils

to compare similarities and differences between

texts


