
 

  

Year 2 Curriculum News Letter 

Autumn Term 2 
 

Would you rather be a frog or a leopard 

in Kenya? 

Year 2 so far… 
Wow - what a start we have had to year 2!  

The children have amazed us with all that 

they have learned about Titanic and how 

much they have really enjoyed the topic. 

Some children were even playing a Titanic 

game at playtime last term. 

 

What’s next… 

Our next topic centres around different 

habitats and how these compare to each 

other. We will be looking at our locality 

and comparing it with places in Kenya. 

 

 

   

Key information: 
Mrs Smith will continue to teach Monday, Tuesday and 

Wednesdays and Mrs Summers will teach alternate 

Wednesday afternoons, Thursday and Friday. 

Forest school will be on Wednesday afternoon for the 

second group – more information to follow. 

Mrs Geraghty will be in class every morning and Miss 

Archer will be in class every afternoon. 

Water bottles should always be in school and can be filled 

up in class if necessary. These will always be sent home on 

a Friday.  

 As writers we will: 
Immerse ourselves in the story of The Leopards Drum by Jessica Souhami. We will 

look closely at the story, understand the plot, and then we will write our own 

versions of the story.  

 

Handwriting: 

At St James we follow the PENPALS for handwriting scheme and the children will 

continue to work on this scheme throughout the year. We will continue to practise 

the correct letter formation and ensure that the children have correctly sized 

spacing between words. During this term we will learn some new joins in addition to 

the joins below which we introduced last term - ch th ir er ai ay wh oh. Please 

encourage your child to practise these joins in any writing that they do at home.  

                                   

As readers we will: 
Read, ‘Lila and the secret of the Rain’ which is an East African 

traditional tale, set in Kenya.  We will look at what happens in 

the story, discuss the vocabulary and consider the choices 

that the author has made in order to tell the story. 

 

We will also look at some other traditional African tales.  

                                                                 

As Mathematicians we will:  
- Add and subtract 10s 

- Add a 2 digit and a 1 digit 

number 

- Subtract a 1 digit number from 

a 2 digit number 

- Add 2 2-digit numbers 

- Subtract a 2 digit numbers from 

a 2 digit number 

- Number bonds to 100 

- Add three 1 digit numbers 
 

                                  

 

 

 



                                                                                                                            

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

As scientists and designers we will: 
 - identify things that are living, dead and never lived. 

- describe how a specific habitat provides for the basic needs of things living 

there (plants and animals). 

- identify animals in a range of habitats. 

- match living things to their habitat. 

- describe how animals find their food. 

- name some different sources of food for animals. 

I can explain a simple food chain. 

 

As geographers we will: 
-  say what I like and do not like about the place I live in 

- say what I like and do not like about a different place. 

- describe a place outside Europe using geographical words. 

- describe the key features of a place from a picture  

- explain the facilities that a village, town and city may need and give 

reasons. 

- explain how an area has been spoilt or improved and explain reasons.  

As musicians we will: 
Listen and respond to high 

quality music 

 

Learn some African drumming 

patterns. 

          

As sports people we will:  

Improve our ball skills and racquet skills in tennis. 

 

Design and develop sequences in gymnastics. 

 

Follow the rules and work on my own, with a partner and as a team.    

PE lesson will be on Wednesday and Friday. 

            

In religious education we will: 
Investigate the question, ‘Why do Christians believe 

God gave Jesus to the world?’ 

 

Religion: Christianity 

 

KEY DATES: 
Monday 4th November – Term starts 

Week of 11th November – Parent teacher interviews 

Thursday 14th November – Flu immunisation 

Wednesday 11th December – 3:00 Year 2 art gallery, parents to visit 

 

 

 
     

PSHE 
This term we will be ‘celebrating differences’, following Jigsaw 

PSHE. 

As computer users we will: 
- find errors and amend. (debug) 

- write a simple program and test it. 

- predict what the outcome of a simple program will be (logical 

reasoning). 

As artists we will: 
- create a piece of art in response to the work of another artist. 

- mix paint to create all the secondary colours. 

- create brown with paint. 

- create tints with paint by adding white 

- make a clay pot. 
 

 


