
 

  

Year 5 Curriculum News Letter 

Spring 1 and 2  

What was life like for a child in 

World War 2?  

Key Dates:    

Week beginning 10th February – Spelling test 

this week  

Week beginning 17th February – Half Term  

Tuesday 3rd March - WW2 trip to Swindon 

STEAM Museum – ‘We’ll meet again’. See letter 

closer to the time. Evacuee costume required 

Week beginning 23rd March – Parent’s evening 

this week 

Friday 27th March – Oxford Literary Festival 

visit to see Onjali Rauf (Author of ‘The boy at the 

back of the class’) 

Wednesday 1st April - Fab Finish – Street Party 

at school from 2:15. All parents welcome  

As writers we will: 
Focus on our key text of 

‘Rose Blance’by Ian 

McEwan and Roberto 

Innocenti  

 

Spring 1 – Writing to inform 

We will be using the 

information we have found 

out in topic to write letters 

and biographies based around 

important people in WW2 

 

Spring 2 – Writing to 

entertain We will be building 

upon our knowledge in topic to 

write narratives with a 

flashback, character/ setting 

descriptions and diary 

entries.  

 

SPaG (Spelling, Punctuation 

and Grammar) will be taught 

through a combination of 

stand-alone and integrated 

lessons to cover the Year 5 

grammar and spelling 

objectives.  
                                   

As readers we will: 
Read the story, ‘Once’ by Morris Gleitzman. 

We will be focusing this term on retrieving 

information, making inferences and 

comparing characters within and across 

texts. We will also be exploring a range of 

non-fiction texts to further our own 

understanding of the events in the text.  
 

As Mathematicians we will: 
Multiplication and Division 

• Identify multiples and factors, including finding all factor pairs 

of a number, and common factors of 2 numbers.  

• Know and use the vocabulary of prime numbers, prime factors 

and composite (non-prime) numbers.  

• Establish whether a number up to 100 is prime. 

 • Multiply numbers up to 4 digits by a one- or two-digit number 

using a formal written method, including long multiplication for 

two-digit numbers.  

• Multiply and divide numbers mentally, drawing upon known facts.  

• Divide numbers up to 4 digits by a one-digit number using the 

formal written method of short division and interpret remainders 

appropriately for the context.  

• Multiply and divide whole numbers and those involving decimals 

by 10, 100 and 1,000.  

• Recognise and use square numbers and cube numbers, and the 

notation for squared (²) and cubed (³) 

 

Statistic 

• Read and interpret line graphs. 

• Draw line graphs.  

• Use line graphs to solve problems. 

• Read and interpret tables, including two way tables and 

timetables 

 

Geometry: Properties of shapes 

• Identify 3D shapes from 2D representations.  

• Use the properties of rectangles to deduce related facts and 

find missing lengths and angles.  

• Distinguish between regular and irregular polygons based on 

reasoning about equal sides and angles.  

• Know angles are measured in degrees: estimate and compare 

acute, obtuse and reflex angles.  

• Draw given angles, and measure them in degrees. 

 • Identify: angles at a point and one whole turn (total 360°), 

angles at a point on a straight line and ½ a turn 

 

 

  

https://www.amazon.co.uk/Ian-McEwan/e/B000AQ1USU?ref=sr_ntt_srch_lnk_1&qid=1575913434&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Ian-McEwan/e/B000AQ1USU?ref=sr_ntt_srch_lnk_1&qid=1575913434&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Roberto-Innocenti/e/B001H6UXIA?ref=sr_ntt_srch_lnk_1&qid=1575913434&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Roberto-Innocenti/e/B001H6UXIA?ref=sr_ntt_srch_lnk_1&qid=1575913434&sr=1-1


 

                                                                                                                            

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

As scientists we will: 
 describe how the earth/ living things have changed over 

time.  

 explain how fossils can be used to find out about the past 

 explain about reproduction and offspring (recognising 

that offspring normally vary and are not identical to their 

parents) 

 explain how animals and plants are adapted to suit their 

environment and how this links to evolution  

 

As historians we will be finding out about: 
- The timeline of the war 

- The Blitz and how it affected people 

- Propaganda during WWII  

- Evacuation and what everyday life was like for a child in WWII 

- The holocaust and Anne Frank 

As part of our topic we are keen to speak to anybody who has 

memories from the war. Whether they can come in to speak to 

us or even write a letter to us with their memories, anything 

would be brilliant. Please get in touch.  

 

 

 

 

 

As part of our topic we are keen to speak to anybody who has 

memories from the war. Whether they can come in to speak to 

us or even write a letter to us with their memories, anything 

would be brilliant. Please get in touch.  

As artists we will be:  

Sketching to show emotion in 

people’s faces. Thinking carefully 

about shading and texture 

 

As computer users we will: 

Build upon our knowledge of 

Scratch to create games  

 

During safer internet week, we 

will be discussing the risks of 

using the internet and how we 

can minimise these risks  

As sports people we will:  

Be learning the key skills to play netball 

Be following and planning our own orienteering routes  

 

R.E. 

Spring 1 – Sikhism. Are Sikh stories 

important today?  

 

Spring 2 – Christianity. Did God intend for 

Jesus to be crucified?  

 

  

 If you would like further 

information about any of our 

areas of learning this term, 

please don’t hesitate to ask. 
     

PSHE 

This term we will cover ‘Dreams and Goals’ and ‘Healthy 

me’. During these topics we will be thinking carefully 

about how we can achieve our goals and 

keep our bodies healthy.  

As international speakers we will: 

Learning how to give simple directions in French  

 

During all of these topics we will be holding a 

simple conversation in French and also 

practising writing in French  
 

        

 

As designers we will be:  

Using war time ration recipes to cook  

 


