
 

  

Year 3 Curriculum News Letter 

Autumn Term 1 

Why should the rainforest be 

important to all of us?  

Super start! 
As the children settle in to their new 

classroom and routines, we will spend 

the first two weeks doing activities 

based around the story ‘Here we are’ 

by Oliver Jeffers.  The children will 

be given the opportunity to reflect 

and make sense of the world we live 

in, understand their place in the world 

and how to more forward together in 

a positive and constructive way. 

 

 

Key Dates:    

Thursday 3rd September – Start of Term 1 

Thursday 1st October – Harvest Festival 

Friday 9th October – Hello Yellow 

Friday 23rd October – INSET day 

Tuesday 3rd November – Start of term 2 

 

PE – Mondays (come to school in PE kit) 

Outdoor Learning – Thursdays (come in Forest 

School clothes) 

 

As writers we will: 
Focus on our key text of ‘The Vanishing Rainforest’ by Richard Platt. This story explores 

why the Brazilian rainforest is vanishing so fast and why it essential to us all. During this 

we will be writing: Diary entries and narratives with a dilemma   SPaG (Spelling, Punctuation 

and Grammar) will taught through a combination of stand-alone and integrated lessons to 

cover the Year 3 grammar and spelling objectives.  

Handwriting: 

At St James we follow the PENPALS for handwriting scheme and the children will continue 

to work on this scheme throughout the year. In Year 3 children start working to attain 

their Pen Licence.  In order achieve this the children need to have ‘legible joined 

handwriting’ and use it consistently across all subjects, so this is an important aspect for us 

to focus on.  

                                   

As readers we will: 
Read the story, ‘The Jungle Challenge’ by Bear Grylls. We 

will be focusing on the key skills of being able to predict 

events based on what has happened so far in a story and 

retrieving key information. We will also be inferring what a 

character thinks or feels based upon their actions.  

                                                                                     
 

As Mathematicians we will:  
Consolidate out learning from last 

year in the following topics. 

 

Position and Direction 

Statistics 

Length and Height 

Mass and capacity 

 
 

                                  

 

 

 



                                                                                                                            

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

As scientists we will: 
Learn about plant anatomy and investigate the needs of different plants. 

Look at how water is transported in plants. 

Learn about pollination and seed dispersal as methods of reproduction. 

 

As global citizens we will: 
 

Look at how the disappearing rainforest affect the daily lives of 

the people and animals who live there. 

 

Understand how clearing the rainforest affects the everyday life 

of someone living in the rainforest. 

 

  

As geographers we will: 
Use maps and atlases to locate the countries where there are 

rainforests.  
 

    

 

As computer users we will: 
Explain and demonstrate how to use 

the Internet safely and know what to 

do if we are worried about something. 

 

Search for, collect and present 

information in different ways. 

         

As sports people we will:  

Learn how to hit a ball accurately in tennis. 

            
        

            

R.E. 

This term we will be looking at 

Hinduism and the celebration of 

Diwali.  

 

 If you would like further information 

about any of our areas of learning this 

term, please don’t hesitate to ask. 
     

PSHE 
This term our topic will be ‘Being Me in my 

World’. We will look carefully at our rights 

and responsibilities and how that will look 

in our classroom.  

As international speakers we will: 
Learn how to say hello and goodbye. 

Learn how to tell someone our name. 

Take part in performing a poem. 

 

        

 

As musicians we will: 
Create repeated patterns with different 

instruments. 

Compose melodies and songs. 

  

 

 
 


