
 

  

Year 6 Curriculum Newsletter 

Autumn Term 1 

 

Why should the world be 

ashamed of slavery?   
 

Super start! 
As the children settle in to their 

new classroom and routines, the 

whole school will spend the first 

two weeks exploring the fantastic 

book ‘Here we are’ by Oliver 

Jeffers. The unit will help us to 

re-connect with each other and re-

engage with school life. During this 

we will be looking at poetry, 

writing letters and thinking 

carefully about  

how we can be 

responsible  

citizens.  

 

   

Key Dates:    

Thursday 3rd September – Start of term  

Friday 23rd October – INSET Day  

Week beginning 28th October - Half term  
 

As writers we will: 
Have two key texts for writing: ‘The Arrival’ by Shaun Tan and ‘Sweet Clara and the 

freedom quilt’ by Deborah Hopkinson. During this we will be writing: Balanced arguments 

and a newspaper article. SPaG (Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar) will taught through a 

combination of stand-alone and integrated lessons to cover the Year 6 grammar and 

spelling objectives.  

Handwriting: 

At St James we follow the PENPALS for handwriting scheme and the children will 

continue to work on this scheme throughout the year. In order to be ‘Expected’ in 

writing at the end of the year the children need to have ‘legible joined handwriting’ so 

this is an important aspect for us to focus on.  

                                   

As readers we will: 
Read the story, ‘No ballet shoes in Syria’ by Catherine 

Bruton and a non-fiction text about SS Windrush.  

We will be focusing on the key skill of being able to 

retrieve key information from a story. We will also be 

look carefully at beyond what the text actually says 

and making inferences.  

                                                                                     
 

As Mathematicians we will:  
- Be looking at the Year 5 objectives 

from the Summer Term to assess 

what we have remembered and fill any 

gaps which we might have  

- Extend our knowledge of place value 

with numbers up to ten million and 

ensure we are confident to order and 

compare these  

- Consolidate our knowledge of rounding 

both whole and decimal numbers  

- Practise the written methods for 

addition, subtraction, multiplication, 

short division and long division to 

ensure we are confident using these 

and are able to solve problems using 

these methods.  

 



                                                                                                                            

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

As scientists we will: 
- Describe the life cycle of different living things and describe 

the differences between these  

- Describe the process of reproduction in plants and animals 

- Classify living things in groups according to their characteristics  

- Describe how these groups have been classified and give reasons 

for this.  

 

As historians we will: 

- Understand what slavery 

is and the history of it 

across the world 

- Understand the feelings 

of slaves and the people 

who sold/ bought them 

- Understand when and 

why slavery was 

abolished  

As geographers we will: 

Use maps and atlases to locate 

countries across the  

World  
    

 

As musicians we will: 

- Be singing in harmony 

including echo parts 

- Be learning about the culture 

of a song 

- Developing a song 

cycle  

As sports people we will:  

- Tag Rugby with Mrs Peacock 

- Team building games with Miss Dade  

R.E. 

This term we will be looking at 

Islam and the best way for a 

Muslim to show commitment to 

God.  

 

 
 If you would like further information 

about any of our areas of learning this 

term, please don’t hesitate to ask. 
     

PSHE 
This term we will cover ‘Being Me in my World’. Looking carefully 

and rights and responsibilities and how that will look in our 

classroom.  

As international speakers we will: 
Revise our understanding of French greetings  

Extend of knowledge of numbers in French to 100 

Understand classroom instructions in French 

 

During all of these topics we will be holding a simple 

conversation in French and also practising writing in 

French  

 

        

 

As designers we will:  

- Understand how 

freedom quilts 

were used by 

slaves 

- Design and create 

our own freedom 

quilt  
 

 

 


