
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 1 Curriculum News Letter 

Autumn Term 1 

Where did and do the wheels on the bus go? 

Welcome to year 1! 
As the children settle in to their new 

classroom and routines, we will spend the 

first week or so exploring the Oliver 

Jeffers book, ‘Here We Are’. This is a 

whole school project and will allow us to 

reflect upon the past months. Our first 

topic of the year will then begin with the 

children discovering the gift of the 

‘Naughty Bus’. We will find out what the 

Naughty Bus has been up to on its 

travels and where it will venture to next!  

   

Continuous Provision: 
Our aim at St James is to ensure that the children experience a 

smooth transition from the Foundation Stage to Key Stage 1 by 

building upon and extending the experiences that they have had in 

Reception. In Year 1 we provide a nurturing environment where all 

learners flourish and develop their independence and curiosity. We 

believe that play is an integral part of children's learning and 

therefore, we have a unique Year 1 curriculum, whereby children 

learn through a balance of whole class teaching, guided activities, 

focus groups and continuous provision. Continuous provision is a 

range of challenging and engaging resources that have been 

carefully planned to enhance child initiated learning across the 

curriculum. This includes role play, craft activities, games, 

challenges and the use of technology. These activities encourage 

investigation, exploration and thinking and are closely linked to our 

thematic curriculum. 

 

As writers we will: 
We will be exploring lots of different 

describing words to use in our writing. 

We will be looking at how a story has a 

beginning, middle and end. We will then create 

our own class photo book in the style of the 

Naughty Bus and read it to Inkpen class. 

The main focus for this half term will be for 

the children to write simple sentences with 

capital letters, full stops, finger spaces as 

well as using describing words to write a short 

narrative.  

Handwriting: 

At St James we follow the PENPALS for 

handwriting scheme and the children will be 

introduced to this scheme at the start of this 

term.  

                                   

As readers we will: 
Read the story, ‘The Naughty Bus’ and say what we like and dislike about the text.  

We will ask questions and talk about the different features of the text and   

explore a wider range of books of similar style. We will also learn to read key words 

and use our phonics skills to sound out unfamiliar words. In addition to this, we will 

read to adults and other children in our class (reading partners). 

Parents/carers:                                              

Please read with your child every day and ask simple questions about what you have 

read together. 

Please encourage your child to bring their reading book to school every day. 

As Mathematicians we will: 
Consolidate our learning of halves, doubling and sharing. 

Learn all about place value through sorting, counting and representing 

objects 

Count, read and write forward and backward from any number 0 - 10  

Count one more and one less 

Begin to use the symbols:  <  >  = 

Use concrete and pictorial resources  

                                                                          

                                                     

                                                    

 



                                                                                                                             

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

As scientists we will: 
Observe weather changes according to 

the season and recognise how that 

affects the things we can do and the 

clothes we might wear. 

Describe weather associated with a 

season and how day length varies. 

 

As historians we will: 
Use words and phrases like ‘old’ ‘new’ and ‘a 

long time ago’ 

Ask and answer questions about old and new 

buses 

Try to spot old and new objects in a picture 

 

        

 

As geographers 

we will: 
Name the 4 countries 

in the UK and find 

them on a map. 

Name some of the 

main towns and cities 

in the UK. 

           

                      
 

    

 

As Artists we will: 
Name and use the primary and secondary 

colours to create a range of art and 

create different tyre prints 

        

As computer users we will: 
Plan a journey for a programmable toy 

Use ipads and cameras to take photos      

          

As talkers we will: 
Talk about what we know about 

buses and journeys we have or would 

like to go on 

The main focus for this half term will 

be taking turns to speak and listening 

carefully to our talk partners and 

other children in our groups.  

        

As sports people 

we will:  

Continue to develop 

our ball and gym skills  

     
                     

  

 

         

As designers we 

will: 
Create a vehicle that 

moves using 

construction toys 

                

As musicians we will: 
Explore different genres 

of music and develop our 

performance skills 

through the programme, 

‘Music Express’.   

             

R.E. 
This term we will be looking at 

Christianity and asking, Does God 

want Christians to look after the 
world?  

                

Daily Phonics 
We will begin the term by 

consolidating our learning in Inkpen 

Class before moving on to phase 5 of 

the Letters and Sounds programme    

              

 If you would like further 

information about any of our areas 

of learning this term, please don’t 

hesitate to ask. 
     

  SMCS  
This is not taught explicitly 

but is an aspect of learning 

that is present in lessons 

and behaviour in school 

PSHE 
At St James, we follow the Jigsaw 

scheme. This term we will cover ‘Being 

Me in my World’. 

            


