
Nativity 

We are hoping to perform a  

class Nativity play towards 

the end of term. We will keep 

you posted on our ideas for  

this.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 1 Curriculum News Letter 

Autumn Term 2 

What has changed since my grandparents 

were young? 

Calling all grandparents! 
This term we are going to look at what has 

changed over the years, and we would love 

to hear about what life was like for you 

when you were at school! The children will 

be writing to invite grandparents to visit us 

(online) so they can ask their own questions 

about what has changed. We’d love to hear 

about your memories of times gone by. We 

do hope you are able to join us! 

 

                
 

Key Learning: 
What was school like for our grandparents?   

What sort of phone did our grandparents use?   

Were the Beatles really better than ‘Little Mix’?  

What sort of television programmes would our grandparents have 

watched?  

Would my grandparents have gone to McDonalds for their birthday 

parties?    

What would have been on my grandparents’ Christmas list?   

What style of clothes would our grandparents have worn whenthey were 

our age?  

       

The children will also continue to access a wide range of child initiated 

activities throughout each school day through Continuous Provision. 

These will include construction, small world, role play, art and craft 

activities and problem solving tasks that will enable the children apply 

and consolidate their learning. 

As writers we will: 
The main focus for this half term is to 

continue to write simple sentences. 

using capital letters, full stops, finger 

spaces and using the conjunctions ‘and’ 

and ‘because’ to extend sentences. 

Children will also begin to edit their 

work and make simple improvements. 

Handwriting: 

The children will continue to develop 

their handwriting skills through the 

Penpals handwriting scheme.    
                   

              
                        

                                   

As readers we will: 
Share the book, ‘Did I Ever Tell You About When Your Grandparents Were Young?’ 

We will ask questions and make links with our own families. 

We will also explore different types of texts and talk about what we  

Like and dislike about them. 

Use our phonics skills to sound out unfamiliar words – including 

‘alien’ words! 

Read to adults and other children in the school. 

 

Please read with your child every day and ask simple questions about what you have read together. 

Ideas for additional reading activities can be found on the bookmark given out at the beginning of 

last term. Please let me know if you need another one. 

Please encourage your child to bring their reading book to school every day. 

 

As Mathematicians we will:  
Learn all about addition and subtraction 

Name 2D and 3D shapes 

Number bonds to 10 

Continue with place value up to 20 

Use concrete and pictorial resources  

                                                                          

                                        
                                                    

 

 

 

  

 

 



PSHE 
This term we will be Celebrating 

differences and observing 

Remembrance Day   

                                    
  

                                    

                                                                                                                             

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

As scientists we will: 
Name a variety of common plants, flowers and 

trees and identify their parts  

                            
We will explore the questions: Why do plants not 

fly away in strong wind? 

Do trees with bigger leaves, lose their leaves first 

in autumn?                 

                                 

 

As historians we will: 
Use words and phrases like: ‘old’, ‘new’ and ‘a 

long time ago’?  

Ask and answer questions about old and new 

objects.  

Try to spot old and new objects in a picture. 

Ask and answer questions using an artefact/  

Photograph. 

                                                                         
We will also be visited by the Oxford 

Museum who will work with the children to 

explore how toys have changed!         

                              

                                                    

                                        

 

As geographers 

we will: 
Find out where the 

queen lives and look 

at famous landmarks 

linked to the royal 

family    

         
 

                      
 

    

 

As Artists we will: 
Continue to explore colours using the 

primary and secondary colours. We will 

create pieces of art including poppies 

for remembrance and Christmas themed 

art.    

                                        

As computer users we will: 
Use ipads and cameras to take photos and 

research information facts about life in the 

past.  

                                                  
                   

As talkers we will: 
Talk about what we already know 

about our topic and how the past is 

different from now. 

The main focus for this term will be 

to further develop our listening skills. 

        

As sports people we will:  

Continue to develop our ball skills 

and learn a dance from the 60’s  

        
                     

  

 

         

As designers we will: 
Design and create a 

Christmas decoration for 

our homes 

  
As musicians we 

will: 
Learn a song from 

the past and enjoy 

the many traditional 

Christmas songs and 

carols      

          
 

      

              

R.E. 
We will be covering Christmas 

and Incarnation 

          

           

Daily Phonics 
This term we will be learning all the 

new sounds of Phase 5 phonics and 

reviewing phase 4 

             
          

               

 

 
              

 If you would like further 

information about any of our areas 

of learning this term, please don’t 

hesitate to ask. 
     

  SMCS  
This is not taught explicitly 

but is an aspect of learning 

that is present in lessons 

and behaviour in school 


