
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 1 Curriculum News Letter 

Spring Term 4 

What do aliens think of life on planet earth? 

 
 Materials around us! 
This term we are learning all about the 

properties of everyday materials. We will be 

carrying out simple tests and choosing the best 

suited materials to build and make different 

things. 

We will sort different materials and objects and 

decide whether they are man made or natural. 

The home corner will be a construction centre 

where we can design and build different 

structures using a range of materials and 

resources – please send in your recycling for 

junk modelling and any construction resources 

you are willing to lend us for the term! 

  

             
 

             
 

Key Learning: 
 What is the difference between an abject and a 

material? 

 Are all materials recyclable? 

 What objects are best suited for a particular purpose? 

 Can we sort objects according to their properties? 

 What is the best material for an astronaut suit? Why? 

 Which material is the most/least absorbent? How can 

we find out? 

 

The children will continue to access a wide range of learning 

activities throughout a continuous provision approach. This will 

involve reading, writing and maths activities that will help to 

consolidate previous learning. 

  

As writers we will: 
Be writing to inform. We will continue 

to develop our writing skills through 

letter and instruction writing and more 

non-chronological reports. 

 

 

 

 

 

        

Handwriting: 

The children will continue to develop 

their handwriting skills through the 

Penpals handwriting scheme.                   

              
                        

                                   As readers we will: 
Share the books, ‘Aliens Love Underpants’ and ‘Iggy Peck Architect’ 

The children will listen to and join in with a variety of poems 

We will explore different types of texts and talk about our favourite characters as well as  

what we like and dislike about the texts. 

Use our phonics skills to sound out unfamiliar words and read lots of alien words 

Read to adults and other children in the school.  

 

 

 

Please read with your child every day and ask simple questions about what you have read together. 

Please encourage your child to bring their reading book to school every day. 

 

As Mathematicians we will:  
We will learn about addition and 

subtraction within 20  

                                                                    
And, place value within 50.    

                                               
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Useful websites: 
https://www.teachyourmonster
toread.com/blog/free-phonics-
games-apps 

https://www.topmarks.co.uk/m

aths-games/5-7-years/counting 

                                                                                                                             

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

  

As scientists we will: 
Carry out simple tests and identify and classify 

things. We will: 

 Explore and describe the properties of 

everyday materials  

 Explain the materials that an object is made 

from 

 Group objects based on the materials they 

are made from

 
 

 
 

               

                                 

 

As historians we 

will find out:                                  

about space travel. 

Who was the first 

human to journey 

into outer space?   

  

                                     
 

As geographers we will: 
Describe weather associated with the 

seasons and how day length varies. 
What is the best season for drying clothes 

on a washing line? Why?                               

    
    

 

As Artists we will: 
Create repeating patterns using 

art materials and IT 

 

                           

As computer users we will:  

learn how to use a website                       

                   

As talkers we will: 
Use a widening vocabulary to share our 

stories we have written, present and 

discuss our work to the class and converse 

in small groups and with talk partners 

 

        

As sports people we will:  

Respond to music through 

dance and learn how to play  

Different ball games   

                  
boccia 

 

                   
                     

  

 

         

As designers we will: 
Design aliens and 

underpants as well as a new 

planet for the aliens to live 

        
        

 

As musicians we will: 
Listen to and discuss the songs 

Life on Mars by David Bowie and 

Rocket Man by Elton John and 

continue with Music Express 

with Mr Campbell 

          
                 

R.E. 
This term we will be looking at 

Christianity and learning 

about Easter and Palm Sunday    

                     

                     

 

           

Daily Phonics 
This term we will be continuing our 

learning of phase 5 phonics and 

learning about alternative sounds.   

                                                                       

             
          

               

 

 
              

 If you would like further 

information about any of our areas 

of learning this term, please don’t 

hesitate to ask. 
     

  SMCS  
This is not taught explicitly 

but is an aspect of learning 

that is present in lessons 

and expected behaviour in 

school. 

PSHE 
This term we will be covering the 

topic of ‘Healthy Me’ 
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