
 

  

Reception Curriculum News Letter 

Autumn Term 1 

What makes a good friend? 

Super start! 
As the children settle into their new 

classroom and routines, the whole school 

will spend the first two weeks exploring 

the Gillian Hibbs book ‘Errol’s Garden’. The 

unit will help us reconnect with each other 

and settle into school life. 

 

Readers and 

Literacy packs 

 

Please bring book bags 

into school on Mondays. 

 

Once we are into our normal routine, will 

send them home again on Tuesdays, with a 

reading book and their literacy pack inside 

(this will be around 3 weeks into the school 

term). This is a green book that contains a 

new letter we learnt that week, which is 

helpful to revisit at home again with your 

child.  

 

After a few weeks at school, we will start 

our routine of reading with the children at 

school and sending home books (at first 

these may be picture books without 

words). These are books for your child to 

read to you and have a different purpose 

to the Library books they bring home on 

Fridays – these are for you to read to your 

child! 

 

  

 

Key Dates:    
Friday 3rd September: Start of Term 

1st October: Harvest Festival  

TBC: Phonics and EYFS Welcome meeting 

23rd- 2nd November: Half term (Friday INSET) 

 

Dressing for the weather:  

 

At St James we are so lucky to have 

amazing outdoor spaces, including 

Forest School areas and an outdoor 

classroom.  

 To enable learning outside in all 

weathers, please make sure your child 

has the appropriate clothing for each 

day; coats in wet weather, hats and 

gloves in cold weather. We could have 

some hot weather in September, in 

which case we ask that children have 

suncream applied before school and 

wear a sun hat.  

 
Clothing does often go missing in 

Reception (particularly jumpers) but 

items with names on tend to work 

their way back to their owners. Please 

do name all clothing! 

 
 

                                  

 

 

 

Phonics and EYFS Welcome Meeting 

 

We will shortly be inviting you to a meeting for parents and 

carers to explain the EYFS and how we learn to read and 

write using phonics. We highly recommend attending so you 

can help support your child’s learning. 

 This may need to be an online meeting depending on local 

Covid rates – please stay tuned for more information on this. 

 Learning through play 

 

We know that children learn best through rich, hands on play 

and that having environments which encourage varied play will 

enable the child to thrive. This does mean that there is mud, 

paint, ink, water and sometimes glitter in our setting! We will 

endeavour to provide children with aprons for the most 

mucky activities but it’s a normal part of Reception that the 

children may come home looking a lot messier than when they 

arrived! It’s a sign of a good day of play and we appreciate 

your understanding and support in this. 

PLEASE ENSURE 

ALL CLOTHING 

IS NAMED! 

 
 



The EYFS Areas of learning: 
 

The 3 prime areas: 

-communication and language 

-physical development 

-personal, social and emotional development (PSED) 

 

The 4 specific areas: 

-literacy 

-maths 

-understanding the world 

-expressive arts and design 

 

We will be covering all these areas this term, with a particular 

focus on PSED and making friends in a new school environment. 

Our focus text, ‘Meesha Makes Friends’, will help us explore ways 

to talk about how we are feeling and what makes a good friend. 

Dojo:   

Dojo is our online reward system where we give points to your child’s 

dojo (a little alien character) when we see them doing something 

above and beyond. It’s also our main communication tool so please use 

it to get in touch whenever you need to. Please use  

this rather than Tapestry for day to day enquiries. 

Again, if you did not receive your login code please  

do get in touch! 

 

                                                                                                                            

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

PE – FIRST DAY: Monday 13th September 

 
For PE, we ask that children come to school in their kits. Our first 

PE session is Monday the 13th September. 

The PE kits should look like: 

 

Plain navy or black shorts 

Plain white T-shirt or school polo shirt 

Trainers/shoes for running 

Tracksuit or hoodie 

Long hair must be tied up for all PE sessions 

 

Please still send in jumpers and coats so your child is not cold in 

other parts of the day! We may choose to do PE inside or outside 

dependent on weather and the learning focus.  

 

Our first term will be looking at different ways of moving and 

ensuring we are being safe.  
                                                                                     
 

 

Rocket Phonics                                

 

We use a system called Phonics to learn to read. This means we learn the 

sound that letters make, eg, the sound ‘a’ in ‘apple’. We use the Rocket Phonics 

scheme to learn to read and write. You will be given more information on this 

as term progresses (and the children will most likely be keen to share with 

you what they are learning in school!). Watch out for an announcement of our 

Phonics and EYFS parent/carer meeting coming soon. 

Tapestry: 

 

Tapestry is our online learning platform where I will 

share photos and descriptions of key moments of  

learning in the classroom. This can be a nice way to  

start conversations at home of what happened at school that day (I 

know most children say ‘nothing’ when asked – I promise this is not 

the case!). Please do share any ‘WOW’ moments from home and we 

will share them with the class – just put WOW in the title! We like to 

have strong links between home and school and celebrating learning in 

both places this way is so valuable. Please let me know if you have not 

yet received an invitation to Tapestry as a relative. 


